CODES GOAL - Evaluate, update and adopt Ordinances and Codes:

Blaine County has been designated a Community at Risk due to its proximity to the wildland/urban
interface. This requires a reevaluation of the current building and fire codes to determine that
survivability of property is possible. Adequate fire and building codes foster fire safe communities
through building materials and construction methods and the creation of survivable space. These
prevention standards also allow for the safe ingress and egress of firefighters and their equipment
for fire fighting as well as the safe evacuation of citizens.

= COOPERATIVE OBJECTIVE: Establish an interface code cooperative work group to
draft codes that will further protect our Community at Risk.

= INTERFACE COMPATIBILITY OBJECTIVE: Establish fire and building codes
compatible with the fire threat posed by Wildland/Urban Interface and Intermix zones.

* LARGE STRUCTURES OBJECTIVE: Adopt code requirements to adequately protect
structures greater than 3,600 square feet. Requirements need to address water supply,
hydrant systems, access, construction enhancements, landscaping and other features
related to survivability.

= FIREWORKS OBJECTIVE: Regulate fireworks to eliminate a source of fire ignition that
is particularly hazardous in our Community at Risk because of prevalent vegetative
fuels.

= WILDLAND/URBAN INTERFACE OBJECTIVE: Adopt a wildland/urban interface code
that establishes requirements based on the hazard ranking of any evaluated structure.

» HAZARD RANKING OBJECTIVE: Use property hazard ranking to educate property
owners on methods of fuels reduction.

= INCENTIVES OBJECTIVE: Motivate property owners to follow through on fire
prevention to maintain favorable fire insurance costs.
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ACTION PLAN for CODES GOAL - EVALUATE,

UPDATE and ADOPT ORDINANCES & CODES
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COOPERATIVE Establish an Countywide Code Cooperative Work Group to draft codes that will further protect our Community at
Objective: Risk.
Gather all
Research and code Establishes
recommending | working
development . .
Request that all the . . personnel relationships
S ) County Fire assistance for Set a date for the
Agency Coordination bf‘i’r'('ad'onfﬁ’cggnr;g‘gt ";‘c’)‘rd Officials, Building | the Code Cr‘é”i’s‘fag”d Losgt:mrht?he Zeg’rvl‘z?;;g firstmeeting of | . 04
Action Item Officials and Goal @ 20 PropOss gencl all the agency
the purpose of code Planners hours / week regulations need for a assist in the heads
development. for 6 months county wide adoption of a ’
— $30,000 wild land/urban | county wide
B U interface regulation.
ordinance
Ordinances
will be
established
Research and ODfe.YSrlgﬁ aset county-wide Establish a
stablish a regular : " that promote regular meeting
E .bl. h ! development Ordinances h ’ I - .
meeting schedule to County Fire assistance for | National and for all fire safety in schedyle with a
Meeting Schedule rexz\i/grt]g?;tgst Officials, Building the Code International jurisdictions in it:feff;bcin The df:sdehr?t(;tfig; of Jan-05
Action Item . ' Officials and Goal @ 20 Codes and Blaine County ' P
international codes to Planners hours / week Ordinances that are codes can be the proposed
aid in drafting new for 6 months appropriate for easily followed | ordinance(s) to
local codes. _ f : by architects, the legislative
= $30,000. ';Tfi:l?mmumty builders and bodies.
’ code officials
throughout
Blaine County.
Utilize the Need $100 Requi
) equires a .
(éounty\tmde COd? County Fire g?ersentation PowerPoint like g::: ﬁ:épport Improved Set a meeting
; roup to presen A i ;
Coggi%cil‘u::rtrl]on seminars that inform 82:5:::2 ailgldmg in each of the g;%sﬁ?r:i“r?ggg for construcﬁon §afety from fire | schedule for the Apr-05
working professionals | pjanners 6 cogie the proposed code community for [ in the WUI presentations
about the need for making changes code changes.
updated codes. entities
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WILDLAND/URBAN
INTERFACE
Objective:

Establish fire and building codes compatible with the fire threat posed by wildland/urban interface and intermix

zZones.

Work with the
Countywide Code
Group to specifically

Copies of the
International WUI

Establish a WUI

review the County Fire $400 required Development Code Working
WUI Code Review and International Officials, Building | to purchase gfgcisgfclj“other of a Draft Isn;fper to er; gm fire Group at a Jan-05
Drafting Action item Wildland/Urban Officials and 10 WUI variations of similar | County-wide in theyWUI meeting of the
Interface Code for the | Planners Codes codes and WUI Code County-wide
purpose of drafting a ordinances Code Group.
Blaine County
Wildland/Urban
Interface Code.
Utilize local Research and
professional Intermountain development Community
associations to Chapter of the assistance for Firewise handouts Passage of support of Meet with the
WUI Support Group support the passage | AlA, Building the Code roposed code ’ | recommended imoroved fire one of the Mar-05
Action ltem of codes Contractor's Goal @ 20 Ehaew s codes and ang buildin groups seek their
recommended by the | Assoc., Rotary hours / week 9 ordinances codes 9 support.
Countywide Code Clubs for 6 months
Group. = $30,000.
Enlist the Countywide Research and
Code Group to development Re(;:omr:n ended A county-wide
promote the adoption | Code Group, assistance for fco te changes, a A | and ordinance that | Prepare draft
WUI Code Adoption of the recommended | Mayors and City the Code ast moving fth pprova afn promotes fire ordinance forthe | o o=
Action Item Blaine County Councils, County | Goal @ 20 presdeptan(;n ofthe pads_sage 0 and building review of the ep-
Wildland/Urban Commissioners hours / week | N€&C 'or changes ordinances safety in the legislators.
Interface Code to City for 6 months | and documented WU
Councils and County = $30,000. support.
Commissioners.
FIREWORKS Regulate fireworks to eliminate a source of ignition that is particularly hazardous in our Community at Risk
Objective: because of prevalent vegetative fuels.

Fireworks Legislation
Action Item

Promote statewide
legislation that will
prohibit the sale and
use of illegal
fireworks.

Local and State
fire and law
enforcement
officials, the State
Fire Marshal's
Office, Physicians
of Ophthalmology
and the Consumer
Product Safety
Commission

Need
additional
$125/ day
travel
expenses per
person to
attend
hearings and
lobby for
legislation at
the Capitol
Building.
Minimum 2
persons 4-two
day trips =
$2000

Information on the
number of fires
and injuries
caused by illegal
fireworks each
year.

There will be
no sales of
illegal
fireworks in the
state for use in
or outside of
Idaho except
by a licensed
pyrotechnician
for a properly
permitted
display.

A reduction in
the number of
fires and
injuries due to
illegal
fireworks.

Meet with other
interested
advocates of
fireworks safety
to select state
legislators who
would support
legislation
banning the sale
of illegal
fireworks.

Nov-05
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Research and

Enforcement
of fireworks

County .
. development Handouts from the laws will be .
L Comn_nssmners, assistance for | County P&Z noting Sales of under closer Meet ‘.N'th the
. Prohibit fireworks Planning and oo fireworks . Planning and
Fireworks Stands ; : . the Code the prohibition of o scrutiny where .
. stands outside of city | Zoning . prohibited . Zoning May-05
Action Item - L2 ) Goal @ 20 fireworks stands ) there is a L2
limits. Administrator, Fire hours / week outside of outside of greater Administrator
Ssrzggtrghlefs and for 6 months corporate limits. cities. concentration with a proposal.
= $30,000. of enforcement
personnel.
) . A reduction in
Educate fire and law . ) . Consistent and
Law Enforcement enforcement Po[|ce and F]re S'tate Law re: informed the number of
. . . Chiefs, Sheriff, Current Fireworks, fires and Develop a lesson
Fireworks Education personnel in the enforcementof | . .77, Apr-05
. County Budget samples and : injuries due to | plan
Action Item knowledge of P L id fireworks ileaal
fireworks laws. rosecutors training aids regulations. 1ega
fireworks.
Provide consistent . . A reduction in
and diligent Police and Fire Ovz_artlme A program Redl_Jc_es_ fires the number of
. . . during 4 outlining how and injuries .
Fireworks Enforcement enforcement of Chiefs, Sheriff, fires and Develop a lesson
weeks offenses should caused by L Apr-05
Action Item fireworks ordinances | County surrounding and will be illegal injuries dueto | plan
throughout the cities | Prosecutors " illegal
and county. July 4th. handled. fireworks. fireworks.
Documentation .
. - and information on ) The public
Spanednoes | amencan | Mdtora | rosanaties | Fedboesltes | peconee | Dovens |
Citizens Fireworks - Ophthalmologists, P caused each I ; gy P
A A of personal injury and time to ; caused by informed and schools and May-05
Education Action Item BLM, Forest season by illegal . ;
property damage Service present fireworks. Special illegal knowledgeable | community
potential. programs attention .to g e fireworks. of the dangers | groups
injuries y of fireworks.
LARGE
STRUCTURES &
ABSENTEE Adopt code requirements to adequately protect structures greater than 3,600 square feet.
HOMEOWNERSHIP
Objective:
Draft appropriate A code is The larger
codes to address the Research and adopted that homes are
impacts that second development rovr? des well protected Determine some
homes and large County Fire assistance for | National and Zde uate through of the additional
Large Structure Impacts | homes have, Officials, Building the Code International infra?structure regulation fire protection Aor-05
Action ltem communitywide, on Officials and Goal @ 20 Codes and for dealing with without "needs" of large P
both fire prevention Planners hours / week Ordinances large horr?es reducing the and second
efforts and fire for 6 months ang estates in protection of homes.
protection = $30,000. the rest of the
the WUI
capabilities. ’ community.
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Research and

The larger
homes support

Determine development The additional their needed
quantitatively, the County Fire assistance for | Additional fire protection fire protection List the impacts
Magnum Structure impact of second Officials, Building the Code requirements for requirements re uﬁrements of second ﬁomes Aor-05
Impacts Action ltem homes and the Officials and Goal @ 20 fire protection of for large wi?hout and large homes P
homes greater than Planners hours / week large homes homes is additional cost
6,000 square feet. for 6 months understood. to th
= $30,000. ome
’ community.
No additional
cost to the rest
of the
community to
assume the Develotp? that
Educate professional Research and Building added burden ptrese” a t';’” a
builders and development professionals of protecting f}éggsfisr e
architects about the County Fire assistance for | National and support more exceptionally additional code
Professionals’ need and rationale Officials, Building | the Code International stringent large homes. requirements Mav-05
Education Action Item | behind codes specific | Officials and Goal @ 20 Codes and codes that Firefighter n% y
to large structures Planners hours / week Ordinances improve the safety is not ierlwfrastructure to
exceeding 3,600 for 6 months fire safety of compromised safely build a
square feet. = $30,000. large homes. in trying to lar eyhome in
protect the WUI
property that is ’
beyond the
capability of
resources.
FIRE INSURANCE Coordinate with insurance companies to provide incentives for communities that adopt, apply and enforce
Objective: Wildland/Urban Interface Codes and require the use of Firewise practices.
Solicit support from Research and Legislative
local legislative development support of Availability of
bodies to approach County Fire assistance for . L incentives to Y . . .
Local Legislative the State Insurance Officials, Building the Code List qf FlreW|dse maintain or property }"St of .|ncenft|ves Jul-05
Support Action Item Commission Officials and Goal @ 20 prac“‘"fs an reduce '”S“ra”"; ata Iorﬁ"'ew 0 ul-
regarding the Planners hours / week examples. property reasonaple egisiators.
development of for 6 months insurance cost.
incentive programs. = $30,000. costs.
Meet with the State
Insurance
o Homeowners
. Commission to State, City and Research and Positive use Firewise
discuss and develop development oo .
a fire insurance rate County assistance for | National and Firewise practices to
State Insurance tructure to reward Legislators, the Code International incentives that | reduce Complete a
Commission Action structure 1o rewa Architects, ! can maintain insurance cost | proposed list of Jul-05
Item communities that Builders, Fire and Goal @ 20 Codes and or reduce and better incentives
adopt Interface Buildi g hours / week Ordinances . ’
Codes and uilding Officials for 6 months property protect their
homeowners that and Planners — $30,000. insurance cost. ?i?emes from

apply Firewise
Practices.
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Insurer Alleges Agencies Bungled Wildfire Control

Cakknd Tribane O 252004

SAN DIEGO -- Bungling by fire and police agencies here
allowed last October's Cedar fire to spread “into a wildfire of
epic proportion,” one of California’s largest insurance
companies has charged in a claim filed against three public
agencies. Allstate Corp., which expects to pay out $290
million to $330 million to policyholders as a result of last
fall's fires, is demanding that the city and county of San
Diego as well as the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection help it cover the costs because it says they
did an incompetent job of fighting the most costly of the
blazes, the Cedar fire. San Diego County is the only large
county in the state without a countywide fire department.

SAN DIEGO - Bungling by fire and police agencies here allowed last
October's Cedar fire to spread "into a wildfire of epic proportion,” one of
California’s largest insurance companies has charged in a ¢laim filed against
three public agencies.

Allstate Corp., which expects to pay out $290 million to $330 million to
policyholders as a result of last fall's fires, is demanding that the city and
county of San Diego as well as the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection help it cover the costs because it says they did an incompetent job
of fighting the most costly of the blazes, the Cedar fire.

The agencies have rejected the claim, which accuses emergency officials of
"gross malfeasance” in allowing the fires to blacken 300,000 acres across
San Diego County's backcountry and destroy 2,300 homes,

Officials said a state law provides governments virtually blanket immunity to
lawsuits arising from firefighting efforts.

Candysse Miller, executive director of the Insurance Information Network of
California, a trade group for insurance companies, said San Diego is the only
city or county to face such a claim and Alistate is the only company to file
such a claim.

The QOctober wildfires struck pars of San Bernardino, Riverside, Los Angeles
and Ventura counties.

Even if Allstate does not pursue its claim in court, she added, the insurance
giant is "sending a message” that could result in future lawsuits if San Diego
officials fail to bolster their fire protection efforts.



Allstate spokesman Bill Mellander said no decision had been made by the
company on whether to file a lawsuit. The claim filed this week was the first
step required before a lawsuit can be filed.

"In the face of possible negligence that may have caused damage to our
policyholders, we are serving notice that gives us the time and ability to weigh
all our possible options,” Mellander said.

The government response in the early hours of the Cedar fire has been the
source of debate. Fire officials have said that they were hampered by poor
communications and a lack of resources and that some of their early tactical
decisions did little to slow the fire's spread.

Critics say San Diego has ignored numerous wamings over the last 20 years
that its fire agencies were woefully understaffed and could not respond
effectively to a major brush fire.

Although the problems stated in Allstate's claim — lack of helicopters and
aerial tankers, radio foul-ups, and poor coordination — have been

documented by the agencies in their "after- action” reports, the insurance
company's language is some of the toughest that has been applied to the

firefighting effort.

Fire officials, in the early stages of the fire, showed "a complete disregard" for
panicky calls from homeowners, resulting in a "lack of coordination by
governmental officials responsible for organizing and dispatching appropriate
firefighting efforts,” the insurance company charged.

In December a report by the San Diego Fire Department said the department
was hampered by a lack of manpower, equipment and training and had
problems with communication and coordination in fighting the Cedar fire,
which destroyed homes in two of the city's pricier neighborhoods, Tierrasanta
and Scripps Ranch.

in March a task force assembled by the forestry department reached a similar
conclusion about all the agencies that fought the fires in the county.

San Diego County is the only large county in the state without a countywide

fire department. And the city of San Diego has one of the lowest number of
firefighters of any large city in the nation.
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